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SADC Meets at World Trade Center in 
Johannesburg 


Official on Creation of Free Trade Area 


MB2308144495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1316 GMT 23 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg August 23 
SAPA — The most viable route for the South African 
Development Community [SADC] to follow would be 
the creation of a free trade area between the eleven 
member states, according to SADC Industry and Trade 
Co-ordinator Abraham Pallangyo. 


Speaking at a briefing at the World Trade Centre cn 
Wednesday [23 August], Pallangyo said the eventual 
target for SADC was the development of a common 
market made up of its member states, but the immediate 
step was the development of free trade. 


He said SADC was in the process of negotiating a 
proposal on the establishment of a free trade area, which 
was expected to be finalised by February 1996. A final 
free trade agreement could be signed by August next 
year, Pallangyo said. 


The objective of the Trade and Industry Department of 
SADC was to facilitate the promotion of trade within 
the community and to enhance the understanding of 
Opportunities available for investments. 


Pallangyo said over the past four years, the department 
had been developing an investment policy document 
with complete information on investment opportunities 
for local and international investors. The document 
would be published by the end of the year and was 
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expected to be made available to the public by February 
next year. 


SADC To Coordinate on Environmental Issues 


MB2308185095 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1840 GMT 23 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Aug 23 SAPA 
— The Southern African Development Community 
[SADC] announced on Wednesday [23 August] its 
members would co-ordinate their efforts on several 
environmental issues. 


SADC natural resources officials said at a briefing at the 
World Trade Centre in Kempton Park that an integrated 
approach would be developed in the conservation of 
wildlife and in water distribution. 


SADC Environment and Land Co-ordinator B Leleka 
said 70 percent of the region was made up of river 
basins. Mechanisms would be put in place to spread the 
region’s water from areas of abundance to drier areas. 


Member states would co-ordinate to conserve wildlife in 
order to stimulate the tourism industry. A co-ordinated 
approach would also be developed to the regulation of 
ivory sales within the SADC and to prohibit the sale of 
foreign ivory within the community. 


The development of cross-border game parks was being 
discussed, as was the possibility of integrating the fight 
against poaching, an official said. 


Leleka said a preliminary study had shown that pollution 
from South African industries was affecting agriculture 
in Swaziland and southern Zimbabwe. 
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Burundi 
Border Official Expecting More Refugees 


EA2308193395 Bujumbura ABP in French 
1000 GMT 23 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} Bujumbura, 23 Aug (ABP) 
— The number of Burundians expelled by Zaire on 
Tuesday [22 August) stayed within the expected limits 
of 1,500 people, but others might still come. This 
was said this morning by Dr. Stanislas Ntahobari, 
the governor of rural Bujumbura Province, who is 
responsible for the Gatumba area, which borders Zaire. 


However, he added that certain expelled Burundians, it 
was not known how many, had fled to Zaire’s mountains 
overlooking the plains in the region of Uvira, a Zairian 
town 10 km from the Rwandan border. 


Governor Ntahobari, who is responsible for the Ga- 
tumba area, said that the Burundians expelled by Zaire 
were received properly and that they were recovering 
their composure well. [passage omitted] 


Daily on Systematic Killing of Hutu Intellectuals 


BR2308145495 Groot-Bijgarden DE STANDAARD 
in Dutch 23 Aug 95 p4 


[Report by Axel Buyse: "In Burundi the Hunt Is on 
Against Hutu Intellectuals" } 


[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels — In Burundi Tutsi 
militias are in the process of systematically taking out 
Hutu intellectuals. This is shown by a whole series 
of corresponding testimonies. The most recent siriking 
attack took place on Monday [21 August] against priest 
Michel Sinankwa. On Saturday Jean Minani, former 
prime minister and leader of FRODEBU [Front for 
Democracy in Burundi], the country’s biggest party, 
said a genuine plan existed to do away with as many 
leading Hutu figures as possible. 


Sinankwa was shot on Monday in the Ngarara District 
of the capital Bujumbura, after he had celebrated mass 
there. The murderers fled in the priest’s car. Sinankwa 
was also known in Flanders. He acted as the link man 
with Burundian groups for a whole series of Christian 
aid organizations like Broederlijk Delen [Brotherly 
Sharing] and Caritas. 


Sinankwa was a close assistant to the bishop of Bujum- 
bura, Simon Ntamwana, also a Hutu. The bishop had 
been the victim of a murder attempt earlier this year. 
Young Tutsis also carried out direct attacks on the Col- 
lege of the Holy Spirit, led by a Hutu Jesuit, and there 
were round-ups on the university campus. 


Uncontrollable rumors point to Salvator Nzigamasabo, 
a former planning minister, as the person directly 
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responsible for many murders. Eye witnesses of attacks 
also often point the finger at the Army. The Burundian 
Army still consists almost exclusively of members of 
the Tutsi minority. 


Lists 


On Saturday FRODEBU presented a list with the names 
of nine highly placed civil servants and other top people 
who were killed over two weeks by suspected Tutsi 
militias. DE STANDAARD also has various other lists 
of less highly placed Hutus who have been killed 
recently. Prominent Tutsis have also been the victims of 
attacks. JEDEBU [expansion not given] among others 
is said to be responsible for the attacks. JEDEBU is an 
Organization which has close links with the FRODEBU 
party. But nevertheless in the present stage most of the 
victims are Hutus. 


The Catholic church, to which some two-thirds of 
Burundians belong, is attempting to play a conciliatory 
role in the country, which entered a spiral of violence 
after the murder of the first democratically elected Hutu 
president, Melchior Ndadaye, in October 1993 by rebel 
soldiers. But the church is also distrusted in both camps. 
Many radical members of the Tutsi minority point to 
the unsavory role of Hutu priests in last year’s killings 
in neighboring Rwanda. Radical Hutus point to the 
traditional preponderance of Tutsis in the hierarchy. 


Opposition Backs U.S. on Probe Into Ndadya’s 
Death 


AB2308230995 Paris AFP in French 
1830 GMT 22 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The United States yesterday 
submitted to the UN Security Council a draft resolu- 
lion aimed at setting up an international commission 
of inquiry on Burundi. The resolution, which might be 
adopted as of tomorrow, calls for the setting up of an in- 
ternational Commission to investigate the coup attempt 
against President Melchior Ndadaye and his assassina- 
tion on 24 October 1993 as well as the massacres that 
followed this coup d’etat. The United States also hopes 
that the deliberations of the commission will lead to 
the setting up of an international criminal court similar 
to the ones put in place for Rwanda and former Yu- 
goslavia. This initiative was recently hailed by Charles 
Mukasi, leader of the Unity and National Progress Party, 
the major opposition party in Burundi, although he 
found it incomplete since it is limited to President Nda- 
daye’s death only. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Chad 
New President of Transitional Parliament Elected 


LD2408054395 Paris Radio France International 
in French 2130 GMT 23 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] In Chad, (Abbas Ali) has 
been elected president of the provisional parliament. His 
predecessor resigned last Sunday (20 August] following 
accusations of misappropriation of funds. [passage omit- 
ted] 


Rwanda 


Official on Zairian Actions, French Involvement 


AB2308115795 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 22 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text) Jean-Baptiste Nduwingoma, 
the Rwandan information minister and government 
spokesman, spoke to Mohamed Issoufou Saliou by tele- 
phone and denounced the forced repatriation of Rwan- 
dan refugees from Zaire. He also confirmed France’s 
complicity in last year’s genocide in Rwanda. He stated 
that the Rwandan Government has already taken the 
necessary steps to receive the refugees who have been 
expelled from Zaire. Here is what he said: 


[Begin recording) [Nduwingoma] We have already 
set up transit centers. We have even set up a crisis 
committee made up of officials from various ministerial 
departments, the UNHCR, the World Food Program 
[WFP], nongovernmental organizations {ngo’s] such as 
Medecins Sans Frontieres [MSF], and the International 
Committee of the Red Cross [ICRC]. 


[Saliou) Mr. Minister, what do you say to certain 
reports which indicate that the Rwandan Government 
is allegedly preventing NGO’s from entering the transit 
centers and that the security of the returning refugees is 
not guaranteed? 


[Nduwingoma] That is totally untrue. As I have already 
stated, we have set up a crisis committee which includes 
officials from ministerial departments and NGO’s such 
as the UNHCR, WFP, MSF, and the ICRC. We have 
even invited other NGO’s who wish to assist us in 
catering for the refugees to take part in the operations 
aimed at resettling refugees in their various home 
communities. 


[Saliou] How do you explain the Zairian Government's 
attitude? As you said in the beginning, Zaire signed 
a protocol with your country, but it has suddenly 
decided to forcibly repatriate Rwandan refugees from 
its territory. 


[Nduwingoma] We still do not understand the Zairian 
Government's attitude. We do not even know what its 
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true intentions are. All we know is that refugees are 
being expelled, and we are assuming our responsibility. 
We are trying to receive the refugees in an appropriate 
manner by giving them the care they need. That is all. 


[Saliou] Do you think that the security of all those who 
are returning to the country will be guaranteed? 


[Nduwingoma] We are doing everything possible to 
guarantee their security. You know, when our compa- 
triots first arrived, some ministers, like the minister in 
charge of war reconstruction and refugees and I, went 
to Gisenyi to welcome them. I think it was a significant 
gesture. We even held a meeting with local authorities 
to take all the necessary steps to ensure they are well 
received. On the government’s part, these refugees are 
our compatriots, although they have been forcibly ex- 
pelled from Zaire. We think we should do everything 
possible to give them the necessary security guarantees. 


[Saliou}] Mr. Minister, another topical issue is a Belgian 
officer’s statements to a fellow correspondent at the 
BBC alleging that the French fought alongside the 
Rwandan Armed Forces during the April 1994 genocide. 
What does the current government say to this serious 
accusation? 


[Nduwingoma] This is no news to us. We were wit- 
nesses to that. | was in the country when the war broke 
out in 1990 and I am still here. I saw the French at the 
war front. I personally saw them, so it is no news to us. 
It is a serious accusation, but that is the reality of the 
situation. We saw them. I can assure you it is true. [end 
recording] 


UN Envoy Says Situation ‘Under Control’ 


EA2308194595 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
1145 GMT 23 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] As the exercise of receiving 
Rwandan refugees from Zaire continues, the UN special 
envoy to Rwanda, Mr. Shahryar Khan, held a press 
conference this afternoon and said that the government 
of Rwanda and UN agencies were able to contain the 
influx of thousands of Rwandan refugees who were 
forced to Rwanda by the Zairian forces. 


Ambassador Khan further said that what he saw is that 
the Rwandan refugees coming home are quite willing to 
remain in Rwanda. Ambassador Khan gave a detailed 
account to radio Rwanda on the general situation in 
transit centers to receive Rwandan refugees: 


[Begin Khan recording] The situation is under control. 
There have been no incidents, the people have been 
well-treated and there is no tension and no incidents. 
I’m very glad to report this and I hope this will continue 
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as a result of the cooperation between the Rwanc «1 
authorities and the UN agencies. 


Here we are seeing people coming through in large 
numbers and also there is a transit camp to which they 
are being transported. [passage omitted]. 


We, of course, in the UN, fully support the view that 
the refugee repatriation should and must be voluntary 
and we hope that Mrs. [Sadako] Ogata would be able to 
persuade the [Zairian] government to stop and reverse 
its policy of forcible repatriation. But if the return, [the] 
forcible return, continues, we have to be ready on the 
ground for a much larger number of people coming 
through, and so far it is manageable. 


We are going to be ready on the ground to be able to 
treat a much larger number of people coming through, 
ang we and the [UN] agencies are fully supportive of the 
efforts of the government to efficiently transport these 
people from the border to the transit camps and from 
the transit camps to the communes and the villages. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 


Rwandan Militiamen Preventing Refugees’ Return 


AB2308200795 Paris AFP in English 
1718 GMT 23 Aug 95 


[Report by Mario Fiorito] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Goma, Aug 23 (AFP) — About 
100 Rwandan militiamen Wednesday (23 August] at- 
tempted to stop Rwandan Hutu refugees from returning 
home, as Zaire continued its expulsions of thousands of 
the maiily Hutu refugees from camps on the Zairian 
border. 


One of the militiamen, named by Zairian military as 
the Interahamwe militia judged responsible for the 
massacres of up to one million Rwandans in 1994, said 
the Rwandans should not return to their country unless 
they return en masse. 


"If we are sent in small groups, the RPF [Rwandan 
Patriotic Front] will arrest us when we arrive," said 
the militiaman, who refused to give his name. The 
RPF is the name for the Tutsi-led Rwandan Patriotic 
Front which took over in Rwanda in July 1994, pushing 
out the Hutu-dominated army and militia forces of the 
previous government. 


The militia and former government's army have threat- 
ened ever since their ouster from Rwanda to return 
and overthrow the new government and UN officials in 
Nairobi Wednesday said that more than 130,000 people 
had fled into Zaire’s forested hills to avoid expulsion 
into Rwanda and Burundi. 
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Peter Kessler, spokesman for the UN High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in Nairobi, said about 
100,000 people had fled the camps in the Uvira region, 
while another 13,000 fled the area of Bukavu and around 
26 000 were on the move from Goma to avoid having 
to return home to Rwanda and Burundi. 


I'wandan refugees Wednesday streamed out of the 
NM agumga camp in Goma, eastern Zaire, home to some 
200,000, for the fifth day in succession. The Zairians 
have also forced the departure of Burundian refugees 
from camps around Bukavu, south of Goma. 


An AFP correspondent said Zairian armed forces repa 
triating the refugees showed no signs of using violence. 


In Goma, a spokesinan for the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said the UN 
agency might consider taking over the Zairian operation 
if the refugees showed signs of genuine willingness to 


go. 


UNHCR official Joel Boutroue said refugee leaders 
have written to the UNHCR expressing their willingness 
to return to their countries under the auspices of the 
UNHCR. 


The Zairian Government has said that in the absence 
of any other form of UN agreement, it will pursue 
the repatriation operations. It added it had given strict 
instructions to ensure the safety of the refugees while 
they were on Zairian territory. 


Zaire began expelling the estimated one million refugees 
on its territory after the UN Security Council last 
week lifted an embargo on arms sales io the Rwandan 
Government. 


The arms embargo had been put in place against the 
previous regime, considered responsible for the killing 
of up to a million people last year. 


Envoy to Brussels on Treatment of Refugees 


BR2308114895 Brussels RTBF-1 Television Network 
in French 1730 GMT 22 Aug 95 


[Video report by Christian Dupont] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Announcer] In Zaire the 
Army today continued its mass expulsions of Rwandan 
and Burundian refugees toward their countries of origin. 
Some 6,000 refugees have already crossed the border, 
not always without being brutalized and deprived of 
their scarce belongings. Zaire has a clear conscience: Its 
policy allegedly does not provoke any protests abroad. 
Christian Dupont reports: 


[Begin recording] [Dupont] (passage omitted] [Video 
shows images of refugees in the Goma area] Here, the 
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refugees are taken care of by humanitarian organiza- 
tions. Once they cross the border, they are brought to 
sorting centers. The Rwandan Government promises to 
take most of the refugees to their homes, although this 
may not be easy. 


[Denis Polisi, identified by screen caption as Rwandan 
ambassador] We will have to mobilize people to bring 
these refugees back to their villages, to their hills. 
We will need resources to feed these people. This 
will require enormous resources. And Rwanda, which 
has only recently put behind this genocide, does not 
have all these resources. We will ask the international 
community to help us with this enormous task. 


{[Dupont] However, many members of the military or the 
former administration were also staying in the Zairian 
camps, including some responsible for the genocide. If 
they are expelled, their fate will certainly be different. 


[Polisi] Even those responsible for the genocide, if they 
also return, we will be able to detect them quite rapidly 
and we will hand them over to justice. But it is their 
duty and also their right [pauses] it is rather their right 
to return to the country. It is their country. So if they 
return, we cannot push them back, this is out of the 
question. We want them to return and those who were 
responsible will simply have to stand trial for their acts. 
[passage omitted) [end recording] 


Expulsion Blamed on Lifting of Arms Embargo 


EA2308212795 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 
1600 GMT 23 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Zaire’s campaign of ex- 
pelling Rwandan refugees is growing. The international 
community is reacting against these chains of expul- 
sions. From New York to Brussels, from Washington 
to Paris, the operation is condemned. 


The Rwandan Government said in a statement it was 
amazed at the fact that a neighboring and friendly coun- 
try like Zaire had such a fit of anger over the announce- 
ment of a temporary lifting of the arms embargo against 
Rwanda. The government moreover described itself as 
most happy to receive the Rwandans returning to their 
country and said it would do everything to help them 
integrate again socially in a harmonious manner, with 
the support of the international community to which it 
reiterated its profound gratitude. 


The Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has indicated 
that Belgium will soon provide aid worth about 500 
million Rwandan francs to help the Rwandan refugees 
expelled from Zaire. About 4,000 people were expelled 
to Rwanda in the course of today. [passage omitted] 
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Sao Tome and Principe 


Coup Leaders Talk to Journalists 


AB2308230495 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 23 Aug 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Sao Tome is picking itself 
up and dusting itself down after the coup a week ago that 
finally came to an end yesterday. The coup leaders found 
themselves out on the limb without any friends in the 
world and with international aid cut off. In the end, with 
persuasion from the Angolans, they decided to call it a 
day and, with promises of amnesty, handed power back 
to the government they ousted under President Miguel 
Trovoada. He has been talking about it today. Here is 
Barnaby Philips: 


[Begin Philips recording) Speaking last night at the 
Presidential Palace to which he had just been restored, 
President Miguel Trovoada told journalists that the coup 
had been exclusively and uniquely targeted against him. 
His lingering distrust of the Armed Forces was obvious 
and he said one of his priorities was to entrust his 
personal security to forces which were not hostile to 
him. [passage omitted] 


Coup maker Flight Sub-Lieutenant Quitas de Almeida 
has also been talking to journalists. He told the BBC 
Portuguese Service that the coup had definitely been 
worth it. He explained: Our objective was never to 
take power, but simply to draw attention to the grave 
problems the country was confronting. Fellow coup 
maker, (Fernando Pompes), known as Crack Shot, said 
that he and his colleagues had stormed the Presidential 
Palace iast Tuesday morning [15 August] after he 
had drawn up a plan based on Russian, Cuban, and 
Portuguese coup technics. [end recording] 


Premier: Democratic Transition in Jeopardy 


LD2408085795 Paris Radio France International 
in French 0630 GMT 24 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] On to Sao Tome and Principe, 
where those behind last week’s coup and the victims of 
it have started to say what happened. 


Two of those responsible for the arrest of President 
Miguel Trovoada said yesterday that they prepared their 
coup over three months, and that the plan was worked 
out with Russian, Cuban, and Portuguese techniques. 
They took the Army headquarters without encountering 
any Opposition in the night of 14 August. There they 
surprised the 15 soldiers on duty and found the weapons 
and the vehicles they needed. Later the presidential 
palace fell. The president, who tried in vain to get in 
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touch with faithful officers, was found in a basement 
where he threatened to kill himself. 


At a news conference, the head of state said he 
surrendered because the soldiers threatened to blow up 
the wing of the palace where his family was living. He 
added that he was not ill-treated, but he was submitted 
to intense psychological war. 


Now that things are in order, what is going to happen? 
The economic and social crisis and corruption have not 
gone away. 


Prime Minister Carlos Graca says a government reshuf- 
fle may be carried out. For him, however, the important 
thing lies elsewhere, for instance in the aid the interna- 
tional community is ready to provide. This is what he 
told Ruy Baslar of RFI’s [Radio France International] 
Portuguese section: 


[Begin Graca recording] I think the most important 
thing is for the government to be even more dynamic 
from now on, especially after this situation which has 
endangered our democracy. We rely on international 
aid. 
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We have ofien drawn the attention of our partners, 
including our partners of the Bretton Woods institutions, 
on the fact that we have to be careful because our serious 
economic situation could jeopardize our transition to 
democracy, which has so far been exemplary. [end 
recording] 


Zaire 


UN Spokesman: Government Suspending Forced 
Exodus 


AB2408085995 Paris AFP in English 
0840 GMT 24 Avg 95 


[FBIS Trariscribed Text] Bukavu, Zaire, Aug 24 (AFP) 
— Zaire ‘s suspending the expulsion of Rwandan 
refugees from two camps in eastern Zaire, a spokesman 
of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees said here 
Thursday (24 August]. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Ethiopia 
Government Announces Names of 15 Ministries 


EA2308215395 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network 
in Amharic 1700 GMT 23 Aug 95 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Council of People’s 
representatives of the Federal Democratic Republic, 
after an extensive discussion on the various decrees 
presented by the prime minister, today adopted the 
(Jarticle) on tie formation of the various ministries 
after making some amendments. According to what the 
prime minister told the (house), the nine decrees he 
has presented to the council will help in the formation 
of the council of ministers of the Federal Government. 
Negach Muhammad has the details. 


[Begin Negash recording] [passage omitted] According 
to the prime minister, the decrees presented by the 
prime minister are meant to improve the formation of 
the council of ministers and also reduce unnecessary 
bureaucracy. [passage omitted] In accordance with the 
decrees presented by the prime minister, some ministries 
were amalgamated with other ministries, some new ones 
were formed and some were left to continue the way 
they were. All the same, the new number of ministries 
is 15: 


1. Ministry of Agriculture 

2. Ministry of Planning and Economic Development 
(new ministry] 

3. Ministry of Commerce and Industry (amalgamated 
ministry) 

4. Ministry of Mining and Energy 

5. Ministry of Works and Urban Development 

6. Ministry of Water Resources Development [new 
ministry) 

7. Ministry of Transport and Communications 

8. Ministry of Finance 

9. Ministry of Labor and Social Services 

10. Ministry of Education 

11. Ministry of Health 

12. Ministry of Justice 

13. Ministry of Information and Culture 

14. Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

15. Ministry of Defense 


Many questions were raised on the formation of these 
ministries, however, the prime minister has answered 
them in detail. [passage omitted] [end recording) 


[Begin Meles recording] Ok, the House has approved 
the decree unanimously. [applause]. The Council of 
People’s representatives of the Ethiopian Federal Demo- 
cratic Republic will continue discussing the remaining 
decrees tomorrow and is also expected to approve the 
appointment of the new cabinet. [end recording] 
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Kenya 


Workers Injured in Clash With Riot Police 


EA2308202395 Nairob: KTN Television Network 
in English 1600 GMT 23 Aug 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Scores of Mombasa municipal 
workers were seriously wounded today after clashing 
with a contingent of riot police sent to break a sit-in 
they staged to demand their salary arrears, amounting 
to 100 millicr shillings. 


The fracas started shortly after midday when the work- 
ers, numbering about 3,000 defied warning shots fired 
into the air to disperse them at the municipal yard. Soon, 
baton-wielding policemen descended on the group and 
beat up everybody in sight causing a stampede at the 
Mwembe Tayari bus stage. 


The Momibasa mayor, Counselor Ahmed Mwidani, 
announced early last week that 21 million shillings 
would be paid out to low cadre staff by today. He said 
the balance of the arrears fur other cadres would be paid 
by January next year and urged all workers to remain 
patient. 


The announcement had eased tension over the issues of 
arrears which had accumulated to 110 million shillings 
as a result of [an] unpaid wage increase from last year. 


Somalia 
Sub-Committees To Draft Somaliland Constitution 


EA2308171395 Hargeysa Radio Hargeysa Voice of 
the Republic of Somaliland in Somali 
1745 GMT 13 Aug 95 


([FBIS Translated Text] The Republic of Somaliland 
constitution drafting committee has divided itself in‘’o 
sub-committees to deal with the various aspects of the 
constitution. During its meeting today, the National 
Constitution Drafting Committee decided to form a sub- 
committee for the first, second and sixth parts. Its mem- 
bers are Mohamed Barad Miganeh, Shaykh Abdullei 
Shaykh Ali Giohar, Abdullei Abdi Mohamed and Bihi 
Sufi Abokor. They will work on the general symbols, 
national emblems, principles of the constitution, rights, 
basic freedoms, obligations, laws for party formation, 
elections, electoral committee and constitutional refer- 
endum. 


Hussein Ahmed Aidid, Shaykh Ali Abdi Guled, Robleh 
Michael Maryamo, Mohamed Mohamoud Odey, [and] 
Ahmed Isma’il Qasim will work on political, economic 
and social issues. 


The sub-committee for the fourth part includes Mo- 
hamed Omar Jir, Jama Ilmi Hashi, Shaykh Abdulkadir 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying ai‘ dissemination 
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Haji Jama, Mohamed Nur Hufaneh and Hassan Shaykh 
Mu’ min. They will work on government structures. 


The committee fur the fifth part inclides Omar Jama 
Isma’il, Shaykh Mohamoud Sufi Mohamed, Shaykh 
Omar Abdi Isma’il and Ali Warsame, who will work 
on the constitutional court. 


Higher Council on Use of Islamic Law 


EA2308221295 Mogad...:u Voice of the Somali 
Republic in Somali 1700 GMT 23 Aug 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] A statement released by the pro- 
Ali Mahdi Mohamed higher council for the implemen- 
tation of Islamic shari’ah has issued a warning to indi- 
viduals who violate the public property of the Somali 
nation, such as educational schools, gardens, roads and 
so on. 


The statement said that individuals had forged docu- 
ments so they could own the public property of the 
nation. For this reason the higher council for Islamic 
Shari'ah impiementation in Somalia, responding to the 
many complaints from Somali people on these matters, 
has proposed the ivilowing to safeguard the beauty of 
the country: 1. As we live according to Islamic Shari'ah, 
all Somali people should exercise caution against tres- 
passing on the public property of the nation and should 
try to work with those responsible for upholding law and 
order. 2. The forces of the Islamic courts and the police 
force should protect public property, which belongs to 
the Somali people, and should arrest those individuals 
who are breaking the law and bring them to Islamic 
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courts so they can be subjected to Islamic law. 3. The 
councils for implementing Islamic Shari'ah in the dis- 
tricts of Banaadir region should shine in their role of 
working with all sectors of society, who are responsible 
for protecting the public property of the Somali nation 
to preserve the enviroument and the beauty of the coun- 
try. 


Uganda 


Mine Explodes \n ‘Terrorist’ Attack 
EA2308165695 Kampala Radio Uganda Network 
in. English 1000 GMT 23 Aug 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The second deputy prime 
minister and minister of public service, Dr. Eric Adriko, 
has condemned the terrorist incident in which a mine 
was planted in Arua District resulting in the death of 
innocent people. 


One of the latest incidents involving a grenade explosion 
did not luckily cause any damage. 


On behalf of the people of Arua District, he condemned 
those who were behind these terrorist attacks. In a 
press statement, Dr. Adriko said security authorities 
have put up preventive first-aid measures which the 
people should adhere to, particularly those living along 
the borders with neighboring counties. He extended 
condolences to the bereaved families, adding that those 
responsible would be punished when found. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Suppor * Likely for Libya UN Council Nomination 
MB2308192695 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in Afrikaans 1800 GMT 23 Aug 95 


{FBIS Translated Text] South Africa’s diplomatic rela- 
tions with the United States are apparently not yet out 
of trouble. This time it is not about trade in oil with 
Iran or diplomatic relations with Cuba, but support for 
the United States’ other archenemy, Libya. Linda van 
Tilburg reports: 


[Begin recording] [Van Tilburgj Lockerbie, Scotland: 
In December 1989, Pan-Am Fiight 103 crashed after 
a bomb exploded on board, and 270 people died. A 
member of the Libyan intelligence service was linked 
to the bomb. This is one of the incidents that led to 
Libya becoming one of the most hated countries in the 
United States. 


Now the Organization of African Unity [OAU] has 
nominated Libya to become a member of the UN 
Security Council. The OAU decisior places South 
Africa in a difficult position. On one hand, the OAU 
expects that its member states wiil support its decisions, 
but on the other hand, South Africa does not wish 
to damage its relations with Washington any further, 
especially in light of tension over South African ties 
with Iran and Cuba. 


These issues were discussed at a meeting in Pretoria this 
morning between U.S. Ambassador Prirceton Lyman 
and South African Foreign Minister Alired Nzo. Lyman 
asked for a meeting with President Nelson Mandela, but 
he was instead referred to Nzo. And the message from 
the two to the media after their talks was a diplomatic: 
We agreed to differ 


{Lyman, in English} South Africa explained to us their 
approach in policies, and we differ. But it doesn’t 
impinge on the fundamental relationship here, which for 
us is still based on the tremendous importance of this 
transition in South Africa. 


[Van Tilburg] South Africa’s decision on Libya is only 
expected to be announced at the end of September, 
during the next session of the Uni.cd Nations. A 
spokesperson for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs said 
this evening that it can be expected that South Africa 
will support the OAU decision on Libya. This is Linda 
van Tilburg. [end recording] 


Foreign Minister, U.S. Envoy Meet on Iran Issue 
MB2308171295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1651 GMT 23 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Aug 23 SAPA — For- 
eign Minister Alfred Nzo and U.S. Ambassador Prince- 
ton Lyman held talks for an hour in Pretoria on Wednes- 
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day (23 August] at which South Africa's relations with 
Iran were discussed. Foreign Affairs spokesman Pieter 
Swanepoel said the two shonk hands afterwards as a 
demonstration of their “pleasant” meeting. 


A statement issued after the meeting said the two 
countries had similar objectives with regard to Iran, but 
their approaches differed. 


The meeting comes duriug the visit to South Africa of 
U.S. Energy Secretary Hazel O'Leary, who has held 
talks with Mineral and Energy Affairs Minister Pik 
Botha and government officials. 


South Africa recently concluded a deal to lease its 
underground oil storage facilities to Iran. 


Lyman said after Wednesday's meeting that many issues 
of mutual interest were discussed. "From the discussions 
it is clear that we have the same objectives as far 
as peace in the Middle East and the Nuclear Ne 
Prolift. ation Treaty are concerned.” 


Lyman announced that the October visit of U.S. V: 
President Ai Gore would be postponed, at the U.S.” re- 
quest, because of domestic issues. Gore is co-chairman 
with South African Deputy President Thabo Mbeki of 
a U.S./South Africa co-operation commission. 


Washington has accused Iran of developing a military 
nuclear programme and of backing international terror- 
ism. 


President Neison Mandela recently gave his support to 
South Africa’s growing ties with Ira: and brushed aside 
U.S. efforts to isolate the Tehran government. 


Mandela said after a meeting with Iranian Foreign 
Minister “Ali Akbar Velayati that South Africa valued 
its relationship with the U.S., but was acting in its own 
interests by developing ties with Iran. 


Energy Minister: Country ‘Committed’ to NPT 


MB2308140495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
123] GMT 23 Aug 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Aug 23 SAPA 
— The government was committed to the non- 
proliferation of nuclear weapons technology and would 
strive for a nuclear-free Africa, Mineral and Energy 
Affairs Minister Pik Botha said on Wednesday (23 
August]. 


He told a United States-South Africa Energy Seminar in 
Johannesburg SA’s [South Africa] obligations, as spelt 
out in an international treaty on the non-proliferation of 
nuclear weapons [NPT], would be honoured at all times. 


"The dismantling of SA’s deterrent capability and 
the policy of total transparency and full co-operation 
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with all the investigations of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency, which supervises the implementation 
of the treaty, have earned international ; “aise and been 
Claimed as a benchmark for the international nuclear 
community." 


Botha said in addition to being t’ first, and so far 
the only, nuclear power to dismantle its nuclear arms 
capability, SA had also dismantled its uneconomic 
uranium enrichment plant. 


He said U.S. Energy Secretary Hazel O’Leary was 
to meet SA Energy Corporation Chief Executive Dr 
Waldo Stumpf to discus: important aspects of envisaged 
nuclear co-operation with the U.S. 


On the other hand, Botha added, SA had in the past 
two decades succeeded in establishing a modest but 
comprehensive nuclear energy industry, by the joint 
efforts of government and industry. 


The local nuclear energy industry was becoming in- 
creasingly profit-orientated and it was now able to assist 
industry and expand its export markets. 


The medical industry had made use of local nu- 
clear technology, Botha said, mentioning radio- 
pharmaceuticals and industrial isotopes that competed 
with imports. The isotopes were exported to various 
countries. 


“A special brachytherapy radiation unit for the treatment 
of oesophagus, colon and cervical ca:cer, and tailored to 
local conditions, is being developed,” he said. "This will 
bring more affordable therapeutic services to a large part 
of our society which often lives far from sophisticated 
hospitals and institutions." 


Loss of 482 Instructors Affecting Army Morale 


MB2308131595 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
23 Aug 95 p3 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town — The integration 
of the South African army, its morale and the standard 
of training had been seriously affected by the loss of 
482 instructors this year, Chief of Defence Staff General 
Siphiwe Nyanda said yesterday. 


The resignations had been caused mostly by "stress", he 
told the joint standing committee on defence, and were 
bound to cause a massive problem if not solved. The 
South African National Defence Force was investigat- 
ing. 


Some units had lost up to half their complement of 
instructors this year with an average loss of 20 per unit, 
said army integration head Brigadier Louis Rheeder. 
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Nyanda said this was an acute problem, with new in- 
structors from the former non-statutory forces available 
only from the end of the year. 


Instructors accustomed to a certain style of training 
faced tremendous stress training soldiers from a range 
of armies and different cultures, Nyanda said. Many 
trainees were older than their instructors and drew 
lugher salaries. 


Some instructors, mostly on short-term contracts, had 
simply left for higher paying jobs. Some were having 
difficulty adjusting to giving instro-tion in languages 
other than Afrikaans. 


"Some of them crack and can’t handle the stress. It 
affects the pace of integration and morale and standard 
of training," Nyanda said. 


Government To Reopen Voter Registration 


MB2308194895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1929 GMT 23 Aug 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg Aug 23 SAPA 
— Eligible voters for the November | local government 
elections have been given another chance to register, 
the Ministry of Provincial Affairs and Constitutional 
Development said in a statement on Wednesday [23 


August). 


To accommodate anyone who had not yet registered 
but wished to vote, a supplementary voters’ roll would 
be compiled for new registrations from September 11 to 
25. Registration forms received after the June 5 deadline 
will also be included on the supplementary rolls. 


The cabinet committee had decided that no-one would 
be allowed to vote if their names did not appear on the 
voters’ roll. 


The ministry said the registration list for this period 
would be published for about three days from September 
26. During this time objections could be lodged, but no 
further registrations would be allowed, except people 
living in areas which had been exempted from holding 
clections on November 1. Such people could register 
before their transitional authority’s new election date. 
This would include those turning 18 between November 
1 and the new election date, which has to be before 
March 31 next year. 


Objections would be considered by the revision court 
and approved registrations would be incorporated into a 
final voters’ roll. The court could also remove duplicated 
names from the roll and deal with registration forms 
submitted to the wrong point, or changes of address. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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South African Press Review for 23 Aug 
MB2308124995 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 
THE STAR 


SANDF Cutback Necessary — Cutting back the South 
African National Defense Force, SANDF, by 60,000 
members is "a step that has to be taken,” says a page-18 
editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 23 
August. The numbers were "grossly inflated" when the 
private armies were integrated with the South African 
Defense Force and the former homeland armies. Cynics 
might well ask whether the integration was not a "rash 
exercise," but THE STAR points out that "creating an 
integral army was necessary to level the playing fields." 
A key elements in the decision to reduce the size of the 
army is a "re-entry into civil society’ programme. It 
shows a new maturity in the conduct of national affairs 
that the thousands of soldiers affected are not simply 
being abandoned." 


BUSINESS DAY 


International Mediation Issue Behind IFP ‘Truculence’ 
— By threatening to go to the polls if the regional 
legislature rejects Inkatha’s constitutional principles, 
Inkatha’s Chief Buthelezi "aims to strongarm minority 
parties, who may fear an election, into supporting him," 
notes a page-18 editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on 23 August. It is a "dangerous strat- 
egy” since so much turns on the poll result, “territorial 
struggles, intimidation and disruption of the opposition 
in KwaZulu/Natal would only intensify. The province, 
too divided to organise the local election, is in no state 
for another test of party strength." BUSINESS DAY 
also notes that Inkatha is "not the sole representative 
of KwaZulu-Natalians and has to accept the need for 
a negotiated provincial constitution. Its boycott of the 
national constitution-making process seems equally self- 
defeating.” However, "the ANC must acknowledge that 
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Inkatha’s truculence is rooted largely in its refusal to 
honour its pledge of international mediation. If Inkatha 
is to return to the national and provincial negotiating 
tables, that undertaking must be honoured." 


BEELD 


Changing Election Arrangements — "The legitimacy of 
the planned election on 1 November is being threatened 
by proposals to meddle with existing arrangements,” 
such as allowing voters to register up until voting day, 
according to Johannesburg BEcD in Afrikaans on 21 
August in a page-*, editorial. "It would place a consider- 
ably heavier burden on the election administration that, 
despite last year’s general election, still will be fairly in- 
experienced.” "If a late registration procedure is added 
to the complexities that already exist, the chances for 
errors will be much greater." "Just to hold the elections 
according to the original arrangements on the proposed 
day in the biggest part of the country will itself not be 
an easy task. To change the arrangements now is noth- 
ing less than a recipe for chaos on election day." 


Toxic Waste — “How nice it would be if South 
Africans at last stopped arguing about constitutions 
and truth commissions, but rather over environmental 
matters and conservation," is the view of a second 
editorial on the same page. "Such an opportunity has 
now presented itself," says the editorial in reference to 
the ship carrying toxic waste material en route to the 
country. "It has activated environmental bodies and has 
led to a political egg dance.” “It still is not clear how, 
and by whom, permission was granted for receiving the 
waste, especially in the light of the policy that South 
Africa is not going to be a storage place for such 
material." "How can the government now Say it has 
no knowledge of the consignment from Finland when 
a permit has been granted?" The situation is "a classic 
case of lack of transparency " "One is grateful that there 
are watchdog bodies prepared to oppose the state in such 
matters." 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


12 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Angola 


Savimbi, Beye Meet in Bailundo 


MB2408082295 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 24 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] A letter from UN Secretary 
General Dr. Butrus Butrus-Ghali to Dr. Jonas Malheiro 
Savimbi, the oldest one and president of the National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA], 
was delivered in Bailundo on 23 August. The contents 
of the letter, which was delivered by Alioune Blondin 
‘ Beye, UN special representative in Angola, were not 
disclosed although it is believed they are connected 
with the Lusaka Protocol’s implementation. [passage 
omitted] 


The UNITA president and Beye reviewed the military 
situation during a meeting in Bailundo on 23 August. 
Beye said the peace process is on track, despite cease- 
fire violations by government soldiers, particularly in 
Huila, Lunda Sul, Lunda Norte, and Uige Provinces. 
Beye stressed that there is political goodwill in Angola, 
noting that peace demands courage. 


Turning to the confinement of government and UNITA 
soldiers, Beye said conditions have been created to 
build living quarters. He said the United Nations is still 
committed to the arrival of all UN peacekeeping forces 
in August, adding that priorities include the cease- 
fire, the construction of living quarters, and [words 
indistinct). 


On the confinement of Rapid Intervention Police mem- 
bers and the disarmament of civilians, whom the gov- 
ernment issued weapons during the political and tribal 
genocide campaign of 1992, Beye said such matters are 
being discussed with the government. He did not elab- 
orate. Beye says he is optimistic about the successful 
peace process’ implementation despite all the worrisome 
situations looming on the horizon. 


UNITA’s Alcides Sakala: ‘The War Is Finished’ 


BR2208144295 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 21 Aug 95 p 40 


(Ur attributed report: "Sakala Gives Guarantees of Peace 
in A, zola"] 


(FBIS Translated Text) The official responsible for 
UNITA’s [National Union for the Total Independence 
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of Angola] foreign relations, Alcides Sakala, said in 
Lisbon that the peace process in Angola is "irreversible." 
Sakala added that UNITA simply hoped for a "formal 
invitation" from the government in Luanda in order to 
discuss the appointment of the individual who will hold 
the vice- presidency attributed to UNITA. 


"At the Franceville (Gabon) meeting, we agreed that the 
positions of vice president would be given to parties 
and that the MPLA [Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] would not be able to choose or appoint our 
party’s vice president," said the UNITA leader in Lusa 
upon arriving at the Portela airport. 


Sakala also stressed that it was “urgent that the contin- 
gent of blue helmets arrive in Angola in order to mon- 
itor on the ground the implementation of the measures 
which will lead to peace." 


The leader of Jonas Savimbi’s party guaranteed that "the 
war is finished. Today there is relative peace, but we 
could do more if that were the will of the government." 
Sakala arrived in Lisbon, where he will stay until the end 
of the week with a view to contacting UNITA "activists 
and sympathizers." 


UK To Donate 2 Million Pounds for Demobilization 


MB2308151995 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 0600 GMT 23 Aug 95 


([FBIS Translated Text] The British Government will 
contribute about 2 million pounds for the demobiliza- 
tion and reintegration of surplus troops. The money has 
been made immediately available following a call by 
the United Nations. It will be used by nongovernmental 
Organizations to help confine troops. The funds are in 
addition to the 34 million pounds the British Govern- 
ment has granted Angola over the last two years. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Ghana 
Liberia’s Taylor Stops Over, Comments 


AB2308230095 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1800 GMT 23 Aug 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The leader of the National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia [NPFL], Mr. Charles Taylor, 
has said the Front is committed to the dictates of 
the recent Abuja peace agreement. He said although 
he has not been mandated by colleagues to speak on 
their behalf, he believes that they are also committed 
to the peace process that will lead to a democratic 
government in Liberia. Mr. Taylor gave this assurance 
at Kotoka International Airport in Accra after a brief 
stopover on his way to his headquarters at Gbarnga. 
The NPFL leader said Liberians will do all they can 
to make the world believe that they are serious about 
restoring peace in their country. Mr. Taylor said it 
is important to note that this is a great occasion in 
the history of the subregion because it has shown 
how capable it is to resolve its own problems. He 
congratulated the ECOWAS [Economic Community of 
West African States], President Jerry Rawlings, and 
other heads of state in the subregion and the facilitators 
for the excellent job done to ensure that peace returns 
to Liberia. 


Reacting to arrangements made to ensure that the cease- 
fire is not again violated, the NPFL leader said he has 
given new instructions and guidelines on the movement 
of persons and food until the ECOWAS chairman 
announces the date for installation of the new Council 
of State. He, however, called on ECOWAS to take steps 
to ensure that the peace process works on schedule. 


The deputy minister of foreign affairs, Dr. Mohamed 
Ibn Chambas, who was at the airport to meet him, said 
President Rawlings will send a military delegation to 
Monrovia for a number of days to monitor and assess 
the implementation of the cease-fire. This, he said, will 
serve as a good barometer on the fate of the agreement. 
He said this will be followed by the induction of a new 
Council of State by 1 September. Dr. Chambas said 
President Rawlings will be in Monrovia to perform the 
induction together with other ECOWAS heads of state. 
Also present at the airport was the deputy minister of 
information, Mr. Kojo Yankah. 


Liberia 
ECOMOG Orders LPC Fighters Out of Port 
AB2408110195 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 23 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] There has been some trouble at 
the Liberian port of Buchanan, it’s some 60 km east of 
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the capital, Monrovia, and shelters 100,000 displaced 
people from fighting between Charles Taylor’s NPFL 
(National Patriotic Front of Liberia] and the Liberian 
Peace Council, LPC. Apparently, LPC fighters have 
been causing some bother in the city, and the peacekeep- 
ing force, ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-fire Monitoring Group] has told 
them to get out of Buchanan. From Monrovia, Nyenati 
Allison telexed this report: 


ECOMOG chief of staff, Brigadier Gabriel Aniakpele, 
said that relations between the civilian population and 
LPC rebels had worsened in the past few days, and it 
had become necess:ry to take measures to prevent open 
clashes between the two sides in Buchanan. He said that 
LPC fighters will no longer be allowed to enter the city 
of Buchanan until further notice. 


Thousands of displaced civilians last week staged a 
protest march, after LPC rebels allegedly murdered 
a woman and abducted several civilians who had 
gone in search of food near the buffer zone dividing 
the rebels and peacekeeping troops near Buchanan. 
Brig. Aniakpele said that the peacekeeping force was 
disturbed that the rebels were killing their fellow 
Liberians, and he added that he had urged the LPC 
leadership to investigate the incident. 


Unconfirmed reports reaching the capital early today 
said that the LPC leadership had executed three of its 
fighters believed to have carried the murder and the 
abductions. 


Council Chairman Sankawolo Visits Abacha in 
Nigeria 


AB2408120095 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 24 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] The chairman designate 
of Liberia’s State Council, Wilton Sankawolo, is in 
Nigeria at the invitation of General Sani Abacha. 
Professor Sankawolo told the Ministry of Information 
in a telephone conversation that, while in Nigeria, 
he will confer with his colleagues on the council, 
presently in Nigeria making final preparations for the 
inauguration. According to Prof. Sankawolo, during 
his visit to ECOWAS [Economic Community of West 
African States] chairman, President Jerry Rawlings, in 


_ Ghana, he was given the assurance that he, President 


Rawlings, will be in Liberia for the installation of the 
incoming State Council. [passage omitted] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
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Nigeria 


Opposition Group Calls For Day of Protest 


AB2308220795 Paris AFP in English 
1714 GMT 23 Aug 95 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, Aug 23 (AFP) - A 
Nigerian opposition movement called Wednesday [23 
August] for a day of fasting and prayer to protest against 
the "cycle of arrests and intimidation” in the country. 


The National Democratic Coalition (NADECO), a group 
of opposition and pro-democracy organizations, urged 
Nigerians at home and abroad to observe Thursday as 
a "solemn day of fasting and prayer to end the cycle of 
arrests and intimidation" in the country. 


In a statement published by daily newspapers, 
NADECO said the proposed day coincided with the 
58th birthday of Chief Moshood Abiola, who has been 
in detention since June 1994. A year before, he claimed 
victory in presidential elections, which were annulled 
by the military authorities. 


NADECO, which was formed in May 1994, also urged 
the international community to identify itself with the 
movement's struggle and called on Nigerians to pray for 
the quick and peaceful restoration of democracy in the 
country "based on the mandate of June 12, 1993 (day 
of the presidential poll)”. 


NADECO, which draws its membership from renowned 
politicians and retired military officers, has been cam- 
paigning for the restoration of democracy in Nigeria and 
the installation of Abiola as president. 


Some of NADECO’s leaders, including former foreign 
minister Professor Bolaji Akinyemi, are in voluntary 
exile abroad for fear of being arrested. 
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RUF Denounces Junta’s Electoral Propaganda 
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(FBIS Translated Text) Abidjan, 23 Aug [AFP] — 
The Revolutionary United Front [RUF], Sierra Leone’s 
armed rebel group, today denounced the ruling military 
junta’s "electoral propaganda” and asserted that the junta 
intended to "maintain itself in power forever." In a com- 
munique sent to AFP in Abidjan, RUF Spokesman Ali- 
many Sankoh, reiterated the refusal of his organization, 
which has been fighting the regime for over four years, 
to participate in the announced process which provides 
for general elections in February 1996 as a prelude to 
the restoration of democratic institutions. 


"Tyranny and dictatorship cannot be defeated either by 
constitutional means or electoral propaganda organized 
under the heel of a military junta in distress," the com- 
munique indicated. This is the first RUF reaction since 
the mid-August meeting of a consultative national con- 
ference which endorsed the electoral process supposed 
to make Captain Valentine Strasser’s government hand 
over power to Civilians. 


The rebels had rejected the invitation to take part in 
the conference. In a communique, they stated today 
that the Sierra Leonean crisis can only be solved 
through "just and fair peace negotiations." They did 
not state specifically, as they usually do, the condition 
they have hitherto given as a precondition to the 
opening of dialogue with the junta: the withdrawal 
of Guinean and Nigerian troops who are militarily 
supporting government forces. The civil war which was 
declared in 1991 has claimed more than 10,000 deaths. 
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